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dull"! The ideal of the professional philanthropist, then,
was to make virtue easy, and vice difficult. The ideal of the
professional philanthropist, now, is to make virtue hor-
ribly vulgar and vice an imperious necessity. The Duchess
Lucrezia had observed that the lack of money is the root
of all evil; and, at that root she struck.
Charming descriptions are extant of the evenings which
this egregious lady spent in conversation with poets and
scholars, listening to music, and working on the 'ovely
embroidery for which she was so celebrated. On the third
of July, 1515, she presented her lord with a daughter. The
same year she was grieved by the death of her friend, the
great printer, Messer Aldo Manuzio. That cool-headed,
shrewd, and very learned Venetian, the hereditary enemy
of Ferrara, has left laudations of the Duchess Lucrezia
which are sincere and unsurpassable. It is not singular that
the great and good among her intimate contemporaries
should be those who praise her; an£ that her detainers
should be professional squibbers, notoriously base and
venal. The following year, the eleventh of July, 1516, she
suffered the loss of her little son who was of the age of five
years. Is the touching letter, by which she conveyed the
news to her confidante and sister-in-law, the Marchioness
Isabella Gonzaga of Mantua, the letter of a wicked woman
or of a good? She says,
"—the Most Illustrious Don Alessandro, my youngest son, after
"a long and painful illness, in which remedies were of no avail
"was seized by a cruel dysentery. Yesterday, at the fourth hour oi
"the night, (say, midnight,) the poor little man (pwcrino) yielded
"his blessed soul into the hands of our Lord God, leaving me much
"afflicted and full of sorrow; as Your Excellency, being a woman
"and a tender mother yourself, may easily believe.1
On the Festival of All Saints, she bore another son to
Duke Alfonso, who was baptized by the name Francesco.
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1 Belriguardo. xi Jul. 1516.

